
Applicative prefix

Lith. ap-eiti, Latv. ap-staigāt ‘walk around’ 

1. Kitą rytą atsibudusi nešina raktais apėjo

namus,

2. Nākamajā rītā pamodusies, viņa ar 

atslēgu saišķi apstaigāja namu,

‘The next morning she walked around the 

house with a bunch of keys’ 



Causative and applicative
(Nau & Holvoet, Vol. 2)





Voice beyond the passive: the middle

(Holvoet et al., Vol. 2)



Voice beyond the passive: converse

(Nau & Holvoet, Vol. 2)

Reflexive 

converse 

(Wiemer & 

Grzybowska, 

Vol. 2)

Causative converse



Passive and impersonal: Our 
contributions (Vol. 2)

• Birutė Spraunienė, Auksė Razanovaitė and 

Erika Jasionytė: Solving the puzzle of the 

Lithuanian passive

• Axel Holvoet: Latvian passives – personal, 

impersonal and evidential

• Cori Anderson: Passivization and argument 

structure in Lithuanian

+ (Volume 3) James Lavine: Variable argument 

realization in Lithuanian impersonals



Voice beyond the passive: Our 
contributions (Vol. 2)

• Axel Holvoet, Marta Grzybowska and 
Agnieszka Rembiałkowska: Middle voice 
reflexives and argument structure in Baltic

• Björn Wiemer and Marta Grzybowska: 
Converse relations with the reflexive marker in 
Lithuanian and Polish: Between grammar and 
lexicon



Causatives: Our contributions (Vol. 2)

• Peter Arkadiev and Jurgis Pakerys: 

Lithuanian morphological causatives: A 

corpus-based study

• Nicole Nau: Morphological causatives in 

contemporary Latvian

• Axel Holvoet: Extended uses of 

morphological causatives in Latvian



Forthcoming in Volume 3

• Syntactic causative constructions

– Jurgis Pakerys: Periphrastic causatives in 

Lithuanian and Latvian

• Resultative constructions

– Benita Riaubienė: Resultative secondary

predication in the Baltic languages

• Applicative

– Kirill Kozhanov: Verbal prefixation and 

argument structure in Lithuanian



• Action nominal constructions

– Nicole Nau: Argument realization in Latvian 

action nominal constructions: a corpus and 

text based investigation

– Natalia Zaika: The Choice of Argument Case 

with Lithuanian Nominalizations



Approaches and methods

“…advancing theoretically and typologically 

informed research into the Baltic languages”

What could be interesting for linguistic 

theory?

• argument vs. adjunct

• grammar vs. lexicon

• voice vs. valency change



What kind of studies?

• synchronic descriptions of phenomena 

in one language

• synchronic constrastive studies of Latvian 

and Lithuanian, or Baltic and other lang.

• areal-typological studies: Baltic in a Circum-

Baltic / European / Eurasian context

• diachronic studies (of one or more 

languages), including the role of language

contact



What kind of studies?

• corpus-based studies

• studies of various genres  

• functional studies



Example for genre-related differences in 

argument realization (Nau, forthcoming)

Realization of arguments in action nominal
constructions with šana-nouns

total no ARG P S rest

Life stories 107 81 (73) 21 5
Radio 

conversations
104 71 (56) 17 9 6

spoken sum 211 72% (61%) 18% 7% 6
Features 110 17 (15) 80 12
Editorials 110 16 (11) 77 18

written sum 220 15% (12%) 71% 14% 0
Interviews 110 53 (40) 47 10



The End

(or the beginning?)


