
The passive family

• Personal passive

• Impersonal passive

• Evidential

• Resultative

• Possessive perfect



Possessive perfect, example from 

Latgalian (Nau 2011)



Personal passive vs. active

(Nau & Holvoet, Vol. 2)



Passive with agent phrase in Latvian

(very rare; Nau & Holvoet, Vol. 2)



Impersonal passive in Lithuanian

(Nau & Holvoet, Vol. 2)



… and in Latvian



Evidential in Lithuanian
(Nau & Holvoet, Vol. 2)



Valency-changing morphology in Baltic 
(examples from Lithuanian; Nau & Holvoet, Vol. 2)



Object and subject deletion



Labile verb in Lithuanian

Ji papūtė į žarijas ir mažos melsvai gelsvos
liepsnelės ėmė šokinėti, spragsėti, degti.

‘She blew onto the coals and little flames in blue 
and yellow began to dance, to crackle, to burn.’ 

O vasaros vakarai velniškai ilgi, gali degti kiek nori
žvakių, tamsos nesukursi.

‘But the summer evenings are long, you may light 
as many candles as you like, no darkness will come 
out of it.’



… not labile in Latvian

Viņa pūta uz oglēm, un mazas zilgani dzeltenas 
liesmiņas sāka lēkāt, sprakstēt un degt.

‘[…] and little flames in blue and yellow began 
to dance, to crackle, to burn.’

Vasaras vakari ir velnišķīgi gari, vari dedzināt
sveces, cik tik gribi, vienalga tumsu neradīsi.

‘[…], you may light as many candles as you like, 
[…]’


