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DAROS UN NEMOS:
AN ANTIPASSIVE-BASED CONSTRUCTION IN LATVIAN



Introduction

= reflexive verbs nemties and darities

" very general meaning

= |vTenTenl4 (annotated web corpus, 658 min tokens, sketch engine)
= polysemous, only examples like

[Dzive ir tik ilgi,]

kamér tu darie-s un nemie-s.

while 2sG.NOM be.active.2sG-RFL and be.occupied.25G-RFL
‘[There is life so long] as you are not idle.

* glosses vs translation depending on the context
e refer to the same situation
e “coordination construction”



Structure

reflexive uses of darit and nemt with special reference to antipassive
construction: interaction between the meanings of the verbs and
grammatical properties

why the coordination construction attracts antipassives



Reflexives: derivation from transitives

nem-t ‘take’ > nem-tie-s

Nemu ieroci un sauju.
take.PRS.1SG weapon.ACC.SG and fire.PRS.1SG
‘| take a weapon and fire (it).

dari-t ‘do; make’ > dari-tie-s
Es daru savu darbu.

1SG.NOM do.PRS.1SG RFL.ACC.SG job.ACC.SG
‘I'm doing my job’



Reflexives: uses

Holvoet (2020)

+ natural reflexives
mark the assighement of the agent and the patient roles to the same participant
‘wash’: Lithuanian prausti-s, Latvian mazgatie-s

+ autobenefactives
the same paticipant is given the agent and the beneficiery roles
‘buy’: Lithuanian pirkti-s

+ metonymic extensions of natural reflexives
the patient belongs to the agent’s personal sphere
‘button one’s clothes’: Lithuanian segti-s, Latvian pogatie-s

+ <.>



Reflexives: development of antipassives

Holvoet (2020): antipassives develop from extended metonymic uses of natural
reflexives:

(simplified example)

Mate lapija-s
mother.NOM.SG mend.PST.3-RFL

+ metonymic extention of natural reflexives: ‘Mother did her mending’

+ antipassive: ‘Mother was busy mending’ — the object is demoted

| ruyTed ’ : hicl | | |

a possible link to autobenefactives



Reflexives: development of antipassives

autobenefactive

- common in Lithuanian

perka-si bilietg

buy.PRS.3-RFL ticket.ACC.SG

‘(S/he, they) buys a ticket for themselves’

-- such reflexives can take direct objects because the position of the patient is
free: the two roles assigned to the same participant are the agent and the
beneficiary rather than the agent and the patient

« uncommon in Latvian

[Tad nu, kénini, esiet gudri,]

nemietie-s pratu, zemes sogi <...>

take.IMP.2PL-RFL reason.ACC.SG earth.GEN.SG judge.NOM .PL

= [Be wise now therefore, O ye kings:] be instructed, ye judges of the earth.
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Reflexives: development of antipassives

authobenefactives in Modern Latvian?
transitive reflexive verbs with restrictions on direct objects
no nouns, in/definite pronouns (viss, kas, viss kas, kaut kas)

in/definite pronouns are more object-like after the verb (rare)

[Kad visu laiku esi viena riteni un tik skrien un skrien un skrien, tiecies ar
cilvéekiem, balléjies, ]

daries visu kas vien iendk prata,

do.PRS.25G-RFL all.Acc.sG what.NOM.SG only enter.PRS.3 mind.LOC.SG

[bez miega , bez atputas]

‘(When you are constantly turning <as a squirrel> in a wheel, running, running,
running, meeting with people, socialising,] doing everything you can imagine,
[without sleep, without rest]’



Reflexives: development of antipassives

in/definite pronouns are less object-like before the verb (frequent)

phonological reduction (unstressed)

Es visu ko daros saistiba
1sc.NOM all.Acc.sG what.AcCc do.PRS.1SG-RFL connection.LOC.SG
ar mauziku,

with music.ACC.SG
[bet Linda ir smarzu specialiste.]
‘I do various things with music [but Linda specialises in smells]’

semantic reduction (generic object),
cf. object demotion in the antipassive construction



Reflexives: development of antipassives

- with natural reflexives and their metonymic extentions
- no reference to the patient because the patient coincides with the agent!

<..> kaut ko aizbildino-s
INDEF.ACC.SG make.excuses.PRS.1SG-RFL
par vecumu un slimajam kajam.

about age.Acc.sG and sick.DAT.PL.DEF leg.DAT.PL
‘<...>I’'m making excuses justifying myself with my age and problems with legs.’

cf. Russian (Exo Moskvy)

[Byli kadry togo, ]

kak on cego-to opravdyvaetsja <...>

how 3.SG.NOM INDEF.ACC/GEN.SG make.excuses.PRS.3SG-RFL
‘These was a video of him making excuses for himself’

kaut ko/Cego-to do not correspond to arguments but expresses the speaker’s
evaluation of the agent’s actions as uncovincing
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Reflexives: development of antipassives

+ common with antipassives

Visu laiku kaut ko nemo-s,
all.Acc.sG time.ACC.SG pPcL what.Acc take.PRS.1SG-RFL
kaut ko daro-s, raksto-s, mekléjo-s,

PCL what.AcC do.PRS.1SG-RFL write.PRS.1SG-RFL search.PRS.1SG-RFL

[domaju, planoju utt, bet neko pratigu vél neesmu izdarijusi]

‘I'm constantly fussing, doing smth, writing, searching, [thinking, planning
etc, but | haven’t done anything useful yet]’

+ antipassive without the particle

Ainas meita Dace daras
P.N.GEN.SG daughter.NOM.SG P.N.NOM.SG do0.PRS.3-RFL
pa virtuvi.

about kitchen.Acc.sG

‘Aina’s daughter Dace is busy in the kitchen.’
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Reflexives: development of antipassive

the combination of darities and nemties is possible with uses thatstlretain
stronrg-trks-to-theautebenefactve-econstruetionr where the pronoun is more

like a direct object than a pragmatic device

Loti daudz ko daro-s un nemo-s
very much what.Acc do.PRS.1SG-RFL and take.PRS.1SG-RFL
[un tik daudz kas notiek un tik daudz ko japaspéj]

‘I'm busy with numerous things [and so many things are happening, and there
are so many things | should get done]’

Cf. Latvija var daritie-s un nemtie-s,
Latvia.NOM .SG can.PRS.3 do.INF-RFL and take.INF-RFL
[bet tik un ta lietas lems Brisele.]
‘Latvia can be very active, [but all the same, Brussels will be in charge.]’
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Reflexives: types of antipassive

more information about antipassive as a class:
two varieties of antipassive (Holvoet 2020)

+ deobjective eliminates the patient
rakt zemi ‘dig the earth’ > raktie-s ‘to be busy digging’

+ deaccusative reintroduces the patient with oblique marking
raktie-s ‘to be busy digging’ > raktie-s pa zemi ‘to dig around in the earth’

both types are found with darities and nemties

but darities is more likely to occur in the deobjective construction,
and nemties in the deaccusative construction
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Reflexives: types of antipassive

both types are possible with darities

4+ deaccusative

Tur jau katrs dara-s ka grib.
there PCL every.NOM.SG.M do.PRS.3-RFL as want.PRs.3
‘Everybody there acts as s/he wants.’

+ deobjective (instrumental type)
Kamér darie-s ar vienu lietu,

while do.PRS.1SG-RFL with single.ACC.SG thing.ACC.SG
[viss darbojas |oti labi.]

‘So far as you are busy with one thing [everything works fine.]’
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Reflexives: types of antipassive

Sis autors jaute  visu laiku nema-s.

DEM author.NOM .SG. PcCL here all.Acc.sG time.AcC.5G take.PRS.3-RFL
[Var atpazit péc rupjajam latviesu valodas kludam. ]
‘This author is active here all the time. [One can identify them by their bad

Latvian.]’
[Jau bérniba vins nespéléjas ar rotallietam, ]
bet nema-s ar partikas produktiem.

but take.PsT.3-RFL with food.GEN.SG product.DAT.PL

‘Even as a child he didn’t play with toys but busied himself with food products.
[Nemaz nav jabut pianistam,]

lai nemto-s ap klavieréem.

in.order take.sBJ-RFL around piano.DAT.PL

‘One doesn’t need to be a pianist in order to spend time around a piano.’
Cik ilgi varat nemtie-s gar politiku!
how long.ADV can.PRS.2PL take.INF-RFL along politics.AccC.sG

‘You cannot be occupied with politics for so long!’

4
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Reflexives: other uses

other reflexive uses (passive-like configuration of the arguments)

- anticausative (the most frequent use of darities)

Paskatieties, kas dara-s aiz  loga.

take.look.im P.2PL what.NOM .sG do.PRS.3-RFL behind window.GEN.SG
‘Take a look at what is happening under your window’

- facilitative (very rare)
<..>mizina viegli nema-s nost,
peel.NOM .sG easily take.PRS.3-RFL off
[jo ta paliek cietaka.]
‘The (apple) peel comes off easily [because it gets denser]’

Vislabak darbi dara-s vakara.
best work.NOM .PL do.PRS.3-RFL evening.LOC.SG
‘Work is easiest to do in the evening.’
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Reflexives: summing up

the verbs nemties and darities are regularly derived reflexives
a number of reflexives uses
(autobenefactives, antipassives, anticausatives, facilitatives)

AlNmEEa a ) [ AVeolaahmyse Aava avea -y a a AaAva
L/ NI U/ v \A \J @ A A U LJ \
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Structure

reflexive uses of darit and nemt with special reference to antipassive
construction: coordination of synonymous verbs
interaction between antipassives and the construction
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Construction: tautology

[Dzive ir tik ilgi,]

kaméer tu darie-s un nemie-s.

while 2sG.NOM be.active.2sG-RFL and be.occupied.25G-RFL
‘[There is life so long] as you are not idle!

Coordination of synonymous verbs is not dissimilar to repetition of identical
verbs

Meés skrienam un skrienam,

1PL.NOM run.PRS.1PL and run.PRS.1PL

[un pat nepadomajam — prieks kam més to daram.]

‘We run and run, [and we don’t even think what’s the point of doing this]’
— slow progress on the part of the agent and/or lack of results.

Connotation is not necessarily negative (action is performed for fun):
[Viss bija lieliski]

un gribéjas tikai skriet un skriet <...>

and want.PST.3.RFL only run.INF and run.INF

‘Everything was wonderful, |/we only wanted to keep on running’
19



Construction: tautology

If the lengthy process is successful, the result has to be made explicit:

[Tas ir milzigs gandarijums, ]

kad tu nemie-s, nemie-s
when 2sG.NOM take.PRS.2SG-RFLtake.PRS.2SG-RFL
un ir ari rezultats.

and be.PRS.3 also result.NOM .SG
‘[It is immensely satisfying] when you put a lot of effort and there is a result’
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Construction: tautology

Instead of being identical or synonymous, verbs may only share some
components of meaning, e.g. corpus results for sédét ‘sit’” and V:

gaidit ‘wait’ (12%), domat ‘think’ (8%), skatities ‘look’ (6%), klausities ‘listen’
(3%) vs sédet ‘sit” (1%)

Kamér més  raujam un grabjam,
while 1pL.NOM pull.PRS.1PL and grab.PRS.1PL
pareéjie séz un gaida.

other.NOM .PL.DEF sit.PRS.3 and wait.PRS.3
‘While we are busy pulling and grabbing, others spend their time sitting and

waiting.

Jus te sezat un sezat,
2PL.NOM here sit.2PL and sit.2PL

[un neko nevarat izspriest]
‘You keep sitting here [without being able to reach a decision]’
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Construction: tautology

darities and nemties are most often found with each other
(10% of nemties and 28% of darities)

Es caur asaram, dusmam un visam  citam
1sG.NOM through tear.DAT.PL anger.DAT.PL and all.DAT.PL other.DAT.PL
emocijam nemo-s un darijo-s.

emotion.DAT.PL take.PST.1SG-RFL and do.PST.1SG-RFL
‘Through tears, anger and all other emotions, | kept on with my activities’

Loti daudz ko daro-s un nemo-s

very much what.Acc do.PRS.15G-RFL and take.PRS.1SG-RFL

[un tik daudz kas notiek un tik daudz ko japaspéj]

‘I'm busy with numerous things [and so many things are happening, and
there are so many things | should get done]’

No comparable uses of non-reflexive nemt and darit are found!
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Construction: tautology

nemties is also relatively often used in coordination with itself (6%)

Sie néma-s un néma-s
DEM.NOM.PL take.PST.3-RFL and take.PST.3-RFL
|— nekas nelidzéja.]

‘They kept fussing but nothing helped.

There is a single example of darities coordinated with the non-reflexive darit
(1%)

[Ja tev ir ko teikt,]

jatu dari un darie-s,

if 2sG.NOM do.PRS.25G and do.PRS.2SG-RFL

[busana Twitteri ir vienkarsal]

‘[If you have anything to say,] if you are active [then being on Twitter is not a
problem]’
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Construction: tautology

skriet ‘run’ is the second most frequent verbs found with both nemties (4%)
and darities (11%)

[Ir cilvéki,]

kuri Visu muzu skrien un daras<...>

REL.NOM.PL all.Acc.sG life.Acc.SG run.PRS.3 and do.PRS.3-RFL

‘There are people who are busy running around and doing things all their lives’

Kur tas mulkigais kakis sita
where DEM.NOM.SG stupid.NOM.SG.DEF cat.NOM.SG thus
var skriet un nemtie-s?

can.PRS.3 run.INF and take.INF-RFL
‘Where can this stupid cat run and make a ruckus like this?’
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Construction: tautology

examples with other verbs

Tapéc ari varu rakstit un nemtie-s
therefore also can.PrS.1sG write.INF and take.INF-RFL
Visu cauru darba laiku <...>

all.Acc.sG non.stop.ACC.SG work.GEN.SG time.ACC.SG
‘That’s why | can write and be occupied all my work time’

[Ka izradas ir tikai dazi daudz maz spécigaki blogeri,]

kas reqgulari raksta un dara-s,

REL.NOM regularly write.PRS.3 and do.PRS.3-RFL

[bet ne to, kas latvju balelinu interesétu.]

‘[It turns out there are only a few more or less influential bloggers] who
regularly write and do things, [but these things are different from what would
interest a common Latvian fellow]’
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Construction: positions of nemties/darities

darities is predominantly found as the final element (84%),
but nemties is equallly possible after and before another verb

[Bet malacis esi,]
ka  nemies un fotografe!
coMPL take.PRS.2SG-RFL and photo.PRS.2SG

‘[You are doing the right thing] when you put your time/effort (into this) and
take pictures!’

<..> kapéc tik J]oti nemie-s un uztraucie-s,

why so much take.PRS.2SG-RFL and worry.PRS.2SG-RFL
[ka dara citi?]
‘why do you fuss and worry so much about what others do?’
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Construction: longer sequences

[katru dienu skiet,]

ka to vien daru ka skrienu
COMPL DEM.ACC.SG only do.PRS.1SG as run.PRS.1
un nemo-s un daro-s,

and take.PRS.15SG-RFL and do.PRS.1-RFL

[bet tik un ta darbu ka jiral
‘It seems that | spend every day running, fussing and doing things, but all the

same, there is a lot to do’

[suns entuziasts arpratigs,]

nema-s un lekdaja un darija-s

take.PsT.3-RFL and jump.PSsT.3 and do.PST.3-RFL

‘The dog, being the crazy enthusiast he is, fussed and jumped, and did all

kinds of things’
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Construction: imperfective

The semantic effect of slow progress/lack of result is absent with perfectives, cf.

[Ja vélies]

vari pats nemtie-s un saorganizet
can.PRS.25G selfNOM .SG take.INF-RFL and PREF.organise.INF
sadu pasakumu,

such.ACc.sG event.ACC.SG

[tad redzési un zindasi, kur ta nauda paliek un cik tas ir vienkarsi!]

‘[If you wish,] you can just organise this kind of event yourself [and then you will
see where all the money goes and how easily it is donel]’

where nemties might be equivalent to sanemties ‘take heart’ (perfective and
natural reflexive rather than antipassive)

— see also Nau, Kozhanov, Lindstrom, Laugaliené, Brudzynski (2019) on ‘take’
and V constructions
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Construction: dependents and cohesion

The effect produced by repetition of verbs with shared semantic components is
reduced when dependents are inserted between

vajag tikai kustinat smadzenes un daritie-s,

need.PRS.3 only move.INF brain.Acc.PL and do.INF-RFL

[tad ari Latvija uzplauks un visi bus laimigi]

‘one only needs to use one’s brain and be active, [then Latvia will prosper and]
everybody will be happy’

[Vinam nevajadzétu bat ka klasiskam kultiras raidijumam, kG Nacionalajiem
dargumiem, ]

kur  runa par vienu autoru un nema-s.

where speak.PRS.3 about one.Acc.sG author.Acc.sG and take.PRS.3-RFL

‘It shouldn’t be like a classic culture show like “National treasures” where they
speak about one author and make a fuss’
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Construction: cohesion

Dependents of nemties/darities can cancel the redundancy effect even if they
are found after the final verb as they restrict the meaning of the verb

Ai, ka Tev patik ciest un nemtie-s
INTER) how 25G.DAT please.PRs.3 suffer.INF and take.INF-RFL
ar visadam ilizijam.

with various.DAT.PL illusion.DAT.PL
‘You like it so much, to suffer and entertain all kinds of illusions’

edu un daro-s pa maju

eat.PRsS.1sG and do.PRS.1SG-RFL about house.ACC.SG
‘ eat and do work around the house’
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Construction: cohesion

But nemties/darities coordinated with another verb can also have what look like
shared dependents

Starp citu var te cepties un nemtie-s
by.the.way can.PRS.3 here roast.INF.RFL and take.INF-RFL
par visu ko,

about all.Acc.sG what.ACC.SG

[bet ZZS elektorats ka ir virs 5%, ta ir.]

‘By the way, one can seethe and fuss as one pleases (literally: over everything)
but ZZS voters remain above 5% anyway’
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Construction: transitivity

stronger cohesion is more likely to be found between verbs that do no have
dependents, including intransitive verbs or non-transitive uses of transitive
verbs

Un es tikai rakstiju un rakstiju

and 1sG.NOM only write.PsT.1sG and write.PST.1SG

sava prieka péc.

RFL.GEN.SG joy.GEN.SG for

‘And | was dedicating all my time to writing for my own pleasure’

? Un es tikai rakstiju tekstus un
and 1sG.NOM only write.PsT.1sG text.AcC.PL and
rakstiju tekstus  sava prieka péc.

write.PST.1SG text.ACC.PL RFL.GEN.SG jOoYy.GEN.SG for
‘And | was dedicating all my time to writing texts for my own pleasure’
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Construction: summing up

+ slow progress / lack of result
4+ coordinated structure of two or more verbs
+ various degree of affinity of meaning
(identical, synonymous, sharing some common elements)
+ imperfectives
+ preferably no dependents
4+ intransitives
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Interaction with antipassive

The coordination construction is found with many verbs apart from nemties and
darities (e.g. skrien un skrien ‘run’, seZ un gaida ‘sit and wait’) that are not

antipassives. The use of antipassives is made possible by similarities between
the coordination construction and the antipassive construction

emphasis on (unproductive) activity

imperfectives
Intransitives
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Interaction with antipassive

antipassives often occur in strings containing other antipassives or non-
reflexives verbs

[Ja, ta strada vini visi, sie velna apséstie, sie zinatnes laudis — ]

urkeja-s un rakndja-s,

rake.psT.3-RFL and dig.PST.3-RFL

lelsdami un puzdami aiz pieptles.]

‘[Yes, this is how they work, the obsessed ones, the people of science — ] they
rake and dig around, [panting and puffing as they overwork themselves]’

Divas nedélas raknajo-s un mekleju,
two.Acc.PL week.Acc.pL dig.PST.1SG-RFL and search.PsT.1sG

[lai saprastu, kas bija Fridrihs Barbarosa]
‘I digged around and searched for two week[trying to understand who Friedrich

Barbarossa was]’
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Conclusions

= verbs sharing components of meanings are coordinated in order to refer to
the same event as slow in progress and/or lacking results

= the construction requires verbs be imperfective, intransitive and, preferably,
having no other dependents

= the construction shares properties with antipassives which stimulates its use
with antipassives

[Dzive ir tik ilgi,]

kaméer tu darie-s un nemie-s.

while 2sG.NOM be.active.2sG-RFL and be.occupied.25G-RFL
‘[There is life so long] as you are not idle.
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Perspectives

corpus study: looking for regular combinations of verbs sharing similar
meanings and referring to the same situation
typological parallels with a higher degree of grammaticalisation

Equal Earth - Topography and Environments




