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Lithuanian Noun Accentuation

* free stress (can be fixed or mobile) -
» 4 accentual classes

e short and long syllables:

l

» 2 types of accent (acute Y, circumflex /)




Lithuanian language in Minsk

* no academic course at any university

(formerly: Belarusian State Pedagogical University;
Minsk State Linguistic University)

» evening language courses for adults
learning Lithuanian with practical

purposes (futher migration, frequent visits to

Lithuania, work with partners from Lithuania,
Lithuanian descent)



Adults learning Lithuanian

» are usually highly motivated but:
» they are of different education, age and
learning abilities,

e come to the courses after work and
sometimes have no time to prepare their
homework,

 as a rule, have just two 90-minute lessons in
a week during 8 or 9 months.

e Lithuanian is difficult for most adult learners
due to its rich morphology.



Problems

* teaching books of Lithuanian rarely even try
to teach Lithuanian accentuation,

* the noun declension is introduced step by
step, and by the end of the course the
learners know a lot of nouns but they do not
really know how to stress them,

* no system of exercises which could gradually
introduce the Lithuanian accentuation and
develop linguistic intuition for that.



Special teaching books and
resourses

o “Lietuviy kalbos bendriné tartis”
by A. Pakerys and A. Pupkis,

o “IStark” by I. Kruopienég,

» Software “Tadas Blinda”.

but:

 they are hard for adult learners,

» focused mainly on pronunciation,

e it is hard to integrate these recourses into
“Né dienos be lietuviy kalbos” or “Po
truputj”.



My aim was:

 to find the strategy of teaching Lithuanian
accentuation,

* to compose exercises based on the formal
features that can be distinguished even by
beginners and that could be integrated into
“Né dienos be lietuviy kalbos”.



Initial noun vocabulary

12

e 623

NE DIENOS BE LIETUVIU KALBOS
nouns

Virganya Smumbriene  »  Aurelija Katkelevidiene



Initial noun vocabulary

Declension, %




Initial noun vocabulary

Number of syllables




Initial noun vocabulary

Accentual class




AC vs. number of syllables

- |
2-syll 3-syll. 4-syll.
[ ]
AC AC AC
| Zsyilabley - 3 syllables 4 syllables
m2 m m
[uE} 82 m2
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5-syll. 6-syll.

AC AC
5 syllables

6 syllables

|




The first group of exercises

Short rules like:
 ,ending -as of Nom.sg. is always unstressed®,

* “endings of Nom.pl.fem. are always
unstressed”,

e ,the first syllable of 2-syllable ending of
Loc.sg. is always unstressed”, etc.



The first group of exercises

Types of exercises:

* put nouns to the certain form and stress
them,

* choose the right stressed syllable from two
offered, explain the choice,

e find the relevant forms in the text and stress
them,

e distinguish homographs or use stress as a
grammar cue.



The first group of exercises

» Examples (putting nouns to the certain
form and stressing them):

list of nouns: the first step: the next step:

mama mama Mama yra namie.
brolis brolj Vs.

tevas téva Jis turi mama ir brolj.

knyga... knyga



The first group of exercises

» Examples (choosing the right syllable
from two offered and explaining the

choice):

Nuotraukoje tévelio tévy néra. Cia mamos tévai.

Seneliai nedirba, jie pensininkai. Senelis mégsta ziuréti
televizoriy. Senelés draugé Filomena skambina kasdien.
Jos kalba, kalba, kalba... Po to jos susitinka, eina j

kavine arba j parka.



The first group of exercises

» Examples (choosing the right syllable
from two offered and explaining the

choice):

Nuotraukoje tévelio tévy néra. Cia mamos tévai.

Seneliai nedirba, jie pensininkai. Senelis mégsta ziuréti
televizoriy. Senelés draugé Filomena skambina kasdien.
Jos kalba, kalba, kalba... Po to jos susitinka, eina j

kavine arba j parka.



The first group of exercises

» Examples (distinguishing homographs):

Kambaryje néra graZzids kedeés.

Kambaryje stovi graZios kedes.

grazios kédeés

Ar nematai Cia

Po lova gyvena

mazos pelés

Neturiu

Po kiemag bégioja

baltos kates

(all nouns in the exercise are of 2 syllables and 4t" AC)




The first group of exercises

» Examples (using stress as a grammar cue):

butas

desras

dienas as or -as?
euras

kiemas fem. or masc.?
knygas

morkas

tévas

(all fem. nouns in the exercise are of 2 syllables and 2" or 4t AC)



The first group of exercises

» Examples (using stress as a grammar cue):

butas

desras

dienas as or -as?
euras

kiemas fem. or masc.?
knygas

morkas

tévas

(all fem. nouns in the exercise are of 2 syllables and 2" or 4t AC)



The first group of exercises

Additional exercises. Introduction into accentual

classes.

Example. Kas kur dirba?

biuras (2)

cirkas (1)
fabrikas (3)
kaimas (1)
komisariatas (2)
konsulatas (2)
tedtras (2)
teismas (4)

universitetas (2)...

konsulas
darbininkas
akrobatas
aktorius
déstytojas
advokatas
policininkas
ukininkas

direktorius...

2,3,4—>-¢e
1 —> -e (no shift)



The first group of exercises

Function:

* to give basic knowledge about Lithuanian
accentuation,

* to show there is a system in Lithuanian
accentuation,

» to show that the place of stress can
distinguish grammar forms.



The second group of exercises

* The second (main) group of exercises helps
to determine the noun AC or to stress the
noun correctly without knowing of its AC.

Requirements:

* the learners have the whole picture of
Lithuanian declension,

 their vocabulary is rather big,

» they have notion about Lithuanian
accentuation, know basic rules, distinguish
short and long syllables.



Properties of ACs

1t AC

JL}

no shift

not -ys, -us,
-is (m.)

24 AC

~
~ A Y

not -ys, -is (m.),
-is (f.), -uo

39AC 4th AC

-*-l

not -is, -ius not -is, -ius,
-uo



The second group of exercises

Material:

* 623 nouns from “Né dienos be lietuviy
kalbos”,

* the data from “Dazninis lietuviy kalbos
morfemikos zodynas” (nouns with frequency
5 and above, in total 2027 nouns).



Initial data vs. further data

Declension, % Declension, % (2027 nouns)



Initial data vs. further data

Number of syllables Number of syllables (2027 nouns)




Initial data vs. further data

Accentualclaxs Accentual class (2027 nouns)




The second group of exercises

Formal factors:

e declension,

* number of syllables in Nom.sg.,
 place of stress in Nom.sg.

* type of accent (in the penultimate syllable).



The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

factors

rules

examples

declension +
place of stress

if in -a decl. not the last syllable
is stressed then the AC is the 15t
(otherwise the AC can be any
but the 15)

duona, nugara, iskasena,
garstycia, tradicija

declension +
place of stress +
number of syllables

if the first (but not the
penultimate) syllable is stressed
then the AC is the 15t (not for
-as decl.)

butelis, aktorius, nugara;
jurininkas, s3siuvinis

place of stress +
type of accent

if the penultimate syllable is
stressed and the accentis not
acute, then in Instr.sg., Loc.sg.
and Acc.pl. the stress shifts to
the single syllable ending (and
remains on the stem in case of
2-syllable ending or acute)

agrastas — agrastu, agraste,
agrastus;

bandélé — bandele, bandéléje,
bandeles;

kalendorius — kalendoriumi,
kalenddriuje, kalendorius;
darzové — darzdve, darzovéje,
darzoves




The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

factors

rules

examples

declension +
place of stress

if in -a decl. not the last syllable is
stressed then the AC is the 1%t
(otherwise the AC can be any but
the 15)

duona, nugara, isSkasena,
garstycia, tradicija

Exercises.

Find all the nouns of the 15t AC. Compose sentences with some nouns
of the 15t AC using them in different cases.

alga
arbata
blakstiena
citrina
ddona
grafika
graza...

20-25 nouns




The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

factors

rules

examples

declension +
place of stress

if in -a decl. not the last syllable is
stressed then the AC is the 1%t
(otherwise the AC can be any but
the 15)

duona, nugara, isSkasena,
garstycia, tradicija

Exercises.

Find all the nouns of the 15t AC. Compose sentences with some nouns
of the 15t AC using them in different cases.

alga
arbata
blakstiena
citrina
duona
grafika
graza...

20-25 nouns




The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

factors

rules

examples

declension +
place of stress

the 15)

if in -a decl. not the last syllable is duona, nugara, isSkasena,
stressed then the AC is the 15t
(otherwise the AC can be any but

garstycia, tradicija

T
o 200

T
400

T
GO0

Number of nouns

T
800

T
1 000

39,9% of -a decl. nouns
7% of all nouns




The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

factors rules examples
declension + if the first (but not the penultimate) | butelis, aktorius, nugara;
place of stress + syllable is stressed then the AC is the jarininkas, s3siuvinis

number of syllables 1% (not for -as decl.)

not for -as declension
3+ syllable nouns

the first syllable is stressed




The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

not for -as declension
3+ syllable nouns
the first syllable is stressed

factors

rules

examples

declension +
place of stress +
number of syllables

if the first (but not the penultimate)
syllable is stressed then the AC is the
15t (not for -as decl.)

butelis, aktorius, nugara;
jurininkas, sjsiuvinis

Exercises.

Find all the nouns that match the rule.

adresas
aktorius
apyranke
ampulé
aplankas
antakis
antklodé
arka...




The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

not for -as declension
3+ syllable nouns
the first syllable is stressed

factors

rules

examples

declension +
place of stress +
number of syllables

if the first (but not the penultimate)
syllable is stressed then the AC is the
15t (not for -as decl.)

butelis, aktorius, nugara;
jurininkas, sjsiuvinis

Exercises.

Find all the nouns that match the rule.

adresas
aktorius
apyranke
ampulé
aplankas
antakis
antklodé
arka...




The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

not for -as declension
3+ syllable nouns
the first syllable is stressed

factors

rules

examples

declension +
place of stress +
number of syllables

if the first (but not the penultimate)
syllable is stressed then the AC is the
15t (not for -as decl.)

butelis, aktorius, nugara;
jurininkas, sjsiuvinis

Exercises.

Find all the nouns that match the rule.

adresas
aktorius
apyranke
ampulé
aplankas
antakis
antklodé
arka...




The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

not for -as declension
3+ syllable nouns
the first syllable is stressed

factors

rules

examples

declension +
place of stress +
number of syllables

if the first (but not the penultimate)
syllable is stressed then the AC is the
15t (not for -as decl.)

butelis, aktorius, nugara;
jurininkas, sjsiuvinis

Exercises.

Find all the nouns that match the rule.

adresas
aktorius
apyranke
ampulé
aplankas
antakis
antklodé
arka...




The second group of exercises

not for -as declension
3+ syllable nouns

Y Factors VS. rules (examples) the first syIIabIe is stressed
factors rules examples
declension + if the first (but not the penultimate) | butelis, aktorius, nugara;
st _
number of syllables 1% (not for -as decl.)

Exercises.

Work with dictionary, find out ACs. Formulate the rule for -as decl.
nouns.

gzuolas
ézeras
futbolas
gintaras
klimatas
principas ...



The second group of exercises

not for -as declension
3+ syllable nouns

Y Factors VS. rules (examples) the first syIIabIe is stressed
factors rules examples
declension + if the first (but not the penultimate) | butelis, aktorius, nugara;
st _
number of syllables 1% (not for -as decl.)

Exercises.

Work with dictionary, find out ACs. Formulate the rule for -as decl.
nouns.

gzuolas
ézeras
futbolas
gintaras
klimatas
principas ...



The second group of exercises

not for -as declension
3+ syllable nouns

Y Factors VS. rules (examples) the first syIIabIe is stressed
factors rules examples
declension + if the first (but not the penultimate) | butelis, aktorius, nugara;
place of stress + syllable is stressed then the AC is the jirininkas, sasiuvinis
st _
number of syllables 1% (not for -as decl.)

Exercises.
Which nouns can not belong to the 2 AC?

holdingas
agresyvumas
algoritmas
inkaras
katinas
amoniakas
anukas ...



The second group of exercises

not for -as declension
3+ syllable nouns

Y Factors VS. rules (examples) the first syIIabIe is stressed
factors rules examples
declension + if the first (but not the penultimate) | butelis, aktorius, nugara;
st _
number of syllables 1% (not for -as decl.)

Exercises.
Which nouns can not belong to the 2 AC?

holdingas
agresyvumas
algoritmas
inkaras
katinas
amoniakas
anukas ...



The second group of exercises

not for -as declension
3+ syllable nouns

Y Factors VS. rules (examples) the first syIIabIe is stressed
factors rules examples
declension + if the first (but not the penultimate) | butelis, aktorius, nugara;
place of stress + syllable is stressed then the AC is the jarininkas, s3siuvinis
st _
number of syllables 1% (not for -as decl.)

+ 5% of all nouns




The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

factors

rules

examples

place of stress +
type of accent

if the penultimate syllable is
stressed and the accent is not
acute, then in Instr.sg., Loc.sg.
and Acc.pl. the stress shifts to
the single syllable ending (and
remains on the stem in case of 2-
syllable ending or acute)

agrastas — agrastu, agraste,
agrastus;

bandélé — bandele,
bandéléje, bandeles;
kalendorius — kalendoriumi,
kalendoriuje, kalendorius;
darzové — darzdve, darzovéje,
darzdves




Some statistics

1 M =ing.

Mam.

Place of accent in Nom.sg. (from right to left)

Gen.

Diat.

Acc.

Instr.

Loc.

I T I T T T
0 2000 4 000 G 000 3 000 10 000

Number of units

34,156 forms



The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

factors

rules

examples

place of stress +
type of accent

if the penultimate syllable is
stressed and the accent is not
acute, then in Instr.sg., Loc.sg.
and Acc.pl. the stress shifts to
the single syllable ending (and
remains on the stem in case of 2-
syllable ending or acute)

agrastas — agrastu, agraste,
agrastus;

bandélé — bandele,
bandéléje, bandeles;
kalendorius — kalendoriumi,
kalendoriuje, kalendorius;
darzové — darzdve, darzovéje,
darzdves




The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

factors

rules

examples

place of stress +
type of accent

if the penultimate syllable is
stressed and the accent is not
acute, then in Instr.sg., Loc.sg.
and Acc.pl. the stress shifts to
the single syllable ending (and
remains on the stem in case of 2-
syllable ending or acute)

agrastas — agrastu, agraste,
agrastus;

bandélé — bandele,
bandéléje, bandeles;
kalendorius — kalendoriumi,
kalendoriuje, kalendorius;
darzové — darzdve, darzovéje,
darzdves

phonetic cues
morphological cues
pronunciation cues




The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

if the penultimate syllable is stressed and the type of accent is not acute, then in
Instr.sg., Loc.sg. and Acc.pl. the stress shifts to the single syllable ending (and
remains on the stem in case of 2-syllable ending or acute)

phonetic cues

single a, e, i, u—> not acute

Exercises.

Which nouns match the rule?
agrastas darzelis
antis delnas
apelsinas drabuzis
atvirukas draudimas
baletas erké
bulve eziukas

chirurgas inkstas...



The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

if the penultimate syllable is stressed and the type of accent is not acute, then in
Instr.sg., Loc.sg. and Acc.pl. the stress shifts to the single syllable ending (and
remains on the stem in case of 2-syllable ending or acute)

phonetic cues

single a, e, i, u—> not acute

Exercises.
Which nouns match the rule? .
- attention to:
agrastas darzelis
antis delnas
apelsinas drabuzis d
atvirukas dragdlmas € +r,l,m, n
baletas erké i
bulveé eziukas

chirurgas inkstas... u



The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

if the penultimate syllable is stressed and the type of accent is not acute, then in
Instr.sg., Loc.sg. and Acc.pl. the stress shifts to the single syllable ending (and
remains on the stem in case of 2-syllable ending or acute)

phonetic cues
single a, e, i, u—> not acute

Exercises.
Find matching nouns and read the phrases correctly.

vadinamas balzaminiu actu
apsidziaugia agrastu

centras pavirsta statyby aikstele
nesirupina kavos aparatu

patiekalal su apelsinu

nieko nera3o kalédiniame atviruke...



The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

if the penultimate syllable is stressed and the type of accent is not acute, then in
Instr.sg., Loc.sg. and Acc.pl. the stress shifts to the single syllable ending (and
remains on the stem in case of 2-syllable ending or acute)

phonetic cues
single a, e, i, u—> not acute

Exercises.
Find matching nouns and read the phrases correctly.

vadinamas balzaminivact

apsidziaugia agrastu 44,9% of the group,
centras pavirsta statyby aikstele . 23,4% of all nouns .
nesirupina kavos aparatu S
patiekalal su apelsinu

nieko neraso kalédiniame atviruke...




The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

if the penultimate syllable is stressed and the accent is not acute, then in
Instr.sg., Loc.sg. and Acc.pl. the stress shifts to the single syllable ending (and
remains on the stem in case of 2-syllable ending or acute)

morphological cues
kiaul-iena, lent-yna, prek-yba, atsakom-ybe, darz-ove
draug-ysté, amerik-iétis, Seim-inifike, gabal-élis...

aikst-éle, dez-ute, parduot-uve, kiaus-inis, miest-élis
skamb-utis, agresyv-umas, atsirad-imas...




The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

if the penultimate syllable is stressed and the accent is not acute, then in
Instr.sg., Loc.sg. and Acc.pl. the stress shifts to the single syllable ending (and
remains on the stem in case of 2-syllable ending or acute)

morphological cues

kiaul-iena, lent-yna, prek-yba, atsakom-ybe, darz-ove
draug-ysté, amerik-iétis, Seim-inifike, gabal-élis...

aikst-éle, dez-ute, parduot-uvé, kiaus-inis, miest-élis,
skamb-utis, agresyv-umas, atsirad-imas

phonetic + morphological cues = 60,8% of the group




The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

if the penultimate syllable is stressed and the accent is not acute, then in
Instr.sg., Loc.sg. and Acc.pl. the stress shifts to the single syllable ending (and
remains on the stem in case of 2-syllable ending or acute)

pronunciation cues
kom-an-da — bal-an-dis
sav-ai-té — zem-ai-tis
pav-éi-kslas — kel-ei-vis
s-au-le — ki-al-lée

22,4% of the group




The second group of exercises

o Factors vs. rules (examples)

factors rules examples
place of stress + if the penultimate syllable is agrastas — agrastu, agraste,
type of accent stressed and the accent is not agrastus;
acute, then in Instr.sg., Loc.sg. bandélé — bandele,
and Acc.pl. the stress shifts to bandéléje, bandeles;
the single syllable ending (and kalenddrius — kalendOriumi,
remains on the stem in case of 2- | kalenddriuje, kalendorius;
syllable ending or acute) darzové — darzdve, darzovéje,
darzoves
phonetic cues + 83,2% of the group,

morphological cues +
pronunciation cues

43,4% of all nouns

__________________________________________




The second group of exercises

Basic types of exercises:
e find the words of a given AC,

» exclude the words not belonging to a given
AC,

» decline the nouns paying attention to the
stress shift,

o determine the AC,
o stress the words,
o stress the words in a text.



The second group of exercises

Function:

* to deepen and to structure knowledge of
accentuation,

» to reduce errors,
* to motivate for further learning.



The second group of exercises

» Examples (finding the words of a given
AC)

Find all the nouns of the 15t AC. Explain your choice.

ambasada jura
atvejis kaklélis
balsavimas lentyna
banditas narkotikas
pOpierius erdve
burys rotuse
genijus ragana

cekis



The second group of exercises

» Examples (finding the words of a given
AC)

Find all the nouns of the 15t AC. Explain your choice.

ambasada jura
atvejis kaklélis
balsavimas lentyna
banditas narkotikas
pOpierius erdve
burys rotuse
genijus ragana

cekis



The second group of exercises

» Examples (finding the words of a given
AC)

Find all the nouns of the 15t AC. Explain your choice.

ambasada jura
atvejis kaklélis
balsavimas lentyna
banditas narkotikas
pOpierius erdve
burys rotusé
genijus ragana

cekis



The second group of exercises

» Examples (excluding the words not
belonging to a given AC)

Which nouns from the list do not belong to the 2"d AC?

aikstélé gramatika
brolis butas
aliéjus skyrius
antis sldota
bananas spinta

statinys teatras...



The second group of exercises

» Examples (excluding the words not
belonging to a given AC)

Which nouns from the list do not belong to the 2"d AC?

aikstélé gramatika
brolis butas
aliéjus skyrius
antis sldota
bananas spinta

statinys teatras...



The second group of exercises

» Examples (excluding the words not
belonging to a given AC)

Which nouns from the list do not belong to the 2"d AC?

aikstélé gramatika
brolis butas
aliéjus skyrius
antis Sluota
bananas spinta

statinys teatras...



The second group of exercises

» Examples (excluding the words not
belonging to a given AC)

Which nouns from the list do not belong to the 2" AC?

aikstélé gramatika
brolis butas
aliéjus skyrius
antis Sluota
bananas spinta

statinys teatras...



The second group of exercises

» Examples (AC vs. morphology)

Which nouns do not have the suffix -élis/-elis?

ezereélis
nusikaltélis
sandelis
kiauginélis
$edélis
smelis
gabalélis
sukilélis
truputélis

butelis
darzélis
datgelis
gelezinkelis
kaklélis
miestélis
modelis
obelis
paukstélis



The second group of exercises

» Examples (AC vs. morphology)

Which nouns do not have the suffix -élis/-elis?

ezereélis
nusikaltélis
sandélis
kiauginélis
$edélis
smelis
gabalélis
sukilélis
truputélis

butelis
darzélis
datgelis
gelezinkelis
kaklélis
miestélis
modelis
obelis
paukstélis



The second group of exercises

» Examples (AC vs. morphology)

Which nouns do not have the suffix -élis/-elis?

ezereélis
nusikaltélis
sandélis
kiauginélis
$edélis
smelis
gabalélis
sukilélis
truputélis

butelis
darzélis
datgelis
gelezinkelis
kaklélis
miestélis
modelis
obelis
paukstélis



The second group of exercises

» Examples (AC vs. morphology)

The 15t or the 2" AC?

akcininkas
apzvalgininkas
dailininkas
dainininkas
darbininkas
jurininkas
kalbininkas
kéltininkas
miskininkas...



The second group of exercises

» Examples (AC vs. morphology)

The 15t or the 2" AC?

akcininkas
apzvalgininkas
dailininkas
daininifkas
darbininkas
jurininkas
kalbininkas
kéltininkas
miskininkas...



The second group of exercises

» Examples (stressing words in a text)

apsitempia drabuziu?

nusiprausiu po lediniu? dusu?
pavaiSina torto?! gabaliuku?

namas su garazu?

daznai uzsikrecia gripu?

susitinka kabinete?

nebeauginu kalakutus?

iSvyksta j kalnus3

nezaidzia su guminiu? kamuoliuku?



The second group of exercises

» Examples (stressing words in a text)

Vieng kartg viename dideliame3 mieste?, vardu? Vilnius,
gyveno toks Zmogus, vardu Antanas, o pavarde3 —
Zmogelis. Ir turéjo tas Zmogelis geradifde Zmona Aldona
/mogeliene bei du igdykusius vaiku€ius?2 — Birute ir
Kestutj Zmogeliukus2. Gyveno Zmogeliai graziame?,
dideliame keturiy kambariy? bute? Vilniaus
senamiestyjel, o pro jy buto langus® matési nuostabus?
vaizdai*: Gedimino pilies? bokstas, balti® Trys kryziai? ant
auksto kalno Kalny3? parke?! ir nesuskaitoma daugybeé
baznyciy?! stogy3 bei varpiniy.



Perspective

The exercises could:

* help to learn Lithuanian accentuation

step by step (also good for grammar and
vocabulary repetition),

* show there is a system and logic, and it is
possible to understand and to use it,

» develop language intuition,
e motivate to learn ACs for new nouns.



Thank you
for your attention!



